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Overview 
 Examine how Women’s Health West 
conceptualises the social determinants of 
women’s sexual and reproductive health in a 
Victorian context

    Explore the Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Promotion Framework 2012, which is a 
conceptual evidence-based guide for women’s 
sexual and reproductive health promotion 
planning



Women’s Health West 
Feminist women’s health service for Melbourne’s 
western metropolitan region

Our work is informed by three conceptual frameworks:

  health promotion 

  community development 

  a gender equity approach
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Various conceptualisations of the social determinants of health 



Phase one: Mapped service and program delivery and 
undertook a needs analysis of communities who are 
disproportionately affected by sexual and reproductive health 
inequity

Mapping and Needs Analysis: Sexual and Reproductive Health in the `
HealthWest Catchment Report, 2010 

Phase two: Conducted an in-depth analysis of the social 
determinants of women’s sexual and reproductive health 

Social Determinants of Sexual and Reproductive Health Report, 2011 



Social determinants of women’s sexual and 
reproductive health  

  Poverty and socio-economic status 

  Violence and discrimination 

  Gender norms  

  Public policy and the law 

  Cultural norms 

  Access to affordable culturally appropriate                  
         health services



Sexual and reproductive health promotion framework 



Objective 1: Increase access to affordable contraceptives and fertility management services

Action for Equity: A sexual and reproductive health plan for 
Melbourne’s west 2013-2017

Objective 2: Advocate for systemic and legislative reform that promotes equity, social 
inclusion and sexual and reproductive health rights



Mapping and Needs Analysis                       
Sexual and Reproductive Health in the 
HealthWest Catchment Report, 2010 

Social Determinants of Sexual and Reproductive 
Health Report, 2011 
available at www.whwest.org.au 
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