
Violence against Women

From Response to Prevention

A Northern Metropolitan 
Region Approach



About WHIN
Women’s Health In the North (WHIN) is State Government 

funded and covers the northern metropolitan region of 
Melbourne.

It aims to strengthen women’s health and wellbeing with a 
strategic focus on:

• Gender Equity
• Preventing Violence against Women
• Sexual and Reproductive Health
• Economic Participation
• Environmental Justice



Key Message



Role of WHIN in Violence 
against Women’s Work
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Northern Integrated Family Violence 
Services



Northern Crisis Advocacy Response 
Service



Counselling and Support Alliance



Early Intervention



Love Control



Week Without Violence

Clothesline Project



Family Violence Help Cards



Prevention



Preventing Violence before it Occurs
A Strategy and Background Paper to Guide the Primary 

Prevention of Violence against Women in Victoria



Building a Respectful Community
PVAW Regional Strategy



The North Commits to Building a Respectful Community



The North Commits to Building a Respectful Community



Whole of Organisation 

Approach to PVAW
Resourcing Regional Organisations



Benefits of This Approach

• Prevention work is informed by voices of women and 
those who work with them.

• Specialist services and workers are supported by 
mainstream services engaged in prevention work.

• Engagement at different organisational levels The 
approach has built the ownership of and strengthened 
prevention work. 



The Next Frontier

• Effective, ongoing evaluation of attitude change in the 
community.

• Moving from theory – Place based programs, broad 
community engagement, effective social marketing 
with consistent messages.

• Systematic cross sectorial, structural support to 
prevention of violence against women work.
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